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ERETZ ISRAEL 
BULLETIN 152 

 
WORLD ALLIANCE FOR THE CORRECTION  

OF THE SIN OF THE SPIES 
 

“LIVING IN ERETZ ISRAEL IS THE EQUIVALENT OF ALL THE 
MITZVOT OF THE TORAH”  (SIFRE, PARASHAT REE) 

LEARN THE LESSON AND DO NOT FOLLOW ON THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE SPIES 
 

“FOR YOUR SERVANTS DESIRED HER STONES AND 
CHERISHED HER VERY DUST”(TEHILLIM 102:15) 

 
RETURN TO ZION: A SUMMARY 

1. The Rambam does not include the mitzvah of living in Israel in 
his list of precepts because he considers it a commandment which 
encompasses all of the Torah, more important in value than 
normal mitzvot. 

2. Even if the majority of Jews are exiled from the Land of Israel, it 
is not the Torah centers outside of the Land which make up the 
heart of the nation, but the Jews who live in Israel. 

3. Anyone who separates himself from the centrality of Eretz Yisrael 
do es not have a portion in the G-d of Israel 

4. The principal place of the Shekhina, of prophecy, of Torah, and 
of song are in Eretz Yisrael. Israel's special Segula is only 
manifest here. 

5. The greatest blessing comes to the world when the nation of 
Israel,in all of its fullness, returns to Eretz Yisrael 

6. The light of the Babylonian Talmua originates from the Mishna, 
which is a creation of Eretz Yisrael 

7. As the ingathering of the exiles continues and grows toward 
completion, prophecy will return to the nation. It is precisely this 
physical ingathering and building of the nation in Israel which 
brings us to our spiritual health. 

8. The source of secular Zionism is a deep Kedusha, rooted in our 
national will to be in Eretz Yisrael 

9. Rabbi Yehoshua of Kutna wrote that when the yearning to 
return to Zion starts with the "non-believers" - this is an almost 
positive sign that the redemption has budded. 
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10. A Jew who comes to live in Israel is fulfilling a Torah 
commandment - whether he realizes it or not 

11. Every additional Jew who comes to Israel, and every additional 
tree which is planted in the soil of Eretz Yisrael, is another 
spiritual stage of the Geula - in the very same way that every 
additional Yeshiva which is built in Israel is another stage in 
returning the Divine Presence to Zion 

12. People who abandon the Land of Israel think they are leaving of 
their own free choice, but really, the Land is expelling them in a 
gentle fashion. 

13. The Maharit states that the Tosefot in the name of Rav Chaim 
Cohen (which states that the precept of settling in Israel is not 
kept today) is the opinion of a mistaken student 

14. The argument against living in Israel because of the non-
observant Jews who live here has absolutely no basis in Halacha. 
The Gemara clearly states: A Jew should always live in the Land 
of Israel, even in a city where the majority of its residents are 
idol worshippers, and not live outside the Land, even in a city 
where the majority of residents are Jews.(Ketubot 110b) 

15. The Land of Israel is Kadosh, in and of itself, not only because of 
the precepts that are performed here. 

16. The Zionist movement did not begin with Herzl, but with the 
religious group, the Lovers of Zion, which was led by two 
Talmidei Chachamim, HaRav Tzvi Hirsh Kalisher, and HaRav 
Eliahu Guttmacher 

 
A general lack of awareness concerning the religious 

beginnings of the Zionist movement has led to a distorted 
understanding of Zionism, and to many mistaken beliefs. 
Perhaps the most damaging is the belief that the leading 
Torah scholars of the generation opposed the return of the 
Jewish people to Zion. A proper investigation of this subject 
deserves a chapter of its own. 

   (From Sefer Torat Eretz Yisrael) 
 
 

PLEASE HASHEM SAVE US FROM THE SIN OF THE SPIES WHO SPOKE LASHON 
HARA AGAINST ERETZ ISRAEL. LET US CORRECT THE SIN OF “THEY DESPISED 
THE DESIRABLE LAND” (TEHILLIM 106) FOR IN THIS WAY WE BRING CLOSER 
THE COMPLETE GEULA WHEN YOUR NAME WILL BE SANCTIFIED IN THE 
WORLD AND YOUR NATION ISRAEL SHALL BE EXALTED AND YOUR BEIT HA 
MIKDASH REBUILT MAY THIS BE SOON IN OUR DAYS, AMEN YEHI RATZON 


